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Greetings To Members Of National Woman’s Party 


HE DATES April 3 and May 3, 1949 will always 

be memorable for me. On those days you gave me 
the expression of your continued faith and confidence. 
It is profoundly moving to me, a comparative new- 
comer to the cause, to realize that you, busy women 
with an ideal, are willing to entrust to other busy 
women with the same ideal, the job of carrying on the 
great work of getting the Equal Rights Amendment 
voted into the United States Constitution. 


I am sure I speak for all your elected officers and 
Council and the members of Standing Committees 
when I say that we accept the task you have entrusted 
to us with the prayerful hope that we may be equal 
to it. We realize, in all humility, that we have a great 
precedent to follow. We take our place in a long line 
of devoted, tireless workers in the cause of women. 


Our honorary Chairmen and their Boards and Com- 
mittees have worked long hours, willingly and faith- 
fully, year after year toward our goal—that all Ameri- 
can women may have the same standing under our 
Federal Ccnstitution that American men enjoy. 


We all believe that this goal can be reached only by 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment: 


“Equality of rights under the law shall 
not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of sex. 


“Congress and the several States shall have 
power, within their respective jurisdictions, 
* enforce this article by appropriate legis- 

tion. 


“This amendment shall take effect one year 
year after the date of ratification.” 


Let us work together—everyone of us—to complete 
the century of work begun by Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. Let us strive 
intelligently and with unstinting effort to get a favor- 
able vote by the United States Senate and House of 
Representatives during this 81st Congress. 


In the Senate we have the support of 71 members. 
Thirty-six of these are sponsors. In the House 271 
members have indicated their support. Of these 124 
are sponsors. As you know, we need the votes of two- 
thirds of the members of the Senate and of the House, 
i. e., 64 in the Senate and 290 in the House. I wish 
every member could feel that she is a committee of one 
to check on the votes in her own State at once. Such 
concerted, Nation-wide interest in the cause could 
bring victory before the end of July. 


Many of our supporting friends in Congress have 
said that individual letters from home districts have 
great weight with all Congressmen. Will you write 
now and get others to write, too? We must work hard 
and fast. Time is short. Check with your State 
Chairman on the names of Congressmen to be thanked 
for their support, and then concentrate your efforts 
on getting the votes of those who have not yet indi- 
cated their support of the Amendment. 


Many feel that our victory is near. Let us prove 
that they are right. 
Faithfully yours, 

AGNES E. WELLS 
National Chairman. 


Chase-Statler Photo 


At the installation ceremony in the garden of Alva Belmont House on May 3—DMiss Anita Pollitzer, Retiring National 
Chairman, Mrs. Truman, Dr. Agnes E. Wells, National Chairman, Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, First Vice Chairman. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


‘*Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by 
the United States or by any State on account of sex. 

‘*Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respec- 
tive jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

‘*‘This amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratifi- 
cation.’’ 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introduced: 


In Senate, Jan. 13, 1949, by Senator Guy M. Gillette (D), Iowa, with 
85 co-sponsors. 


In House, Jan. 5, 1949, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. Y., 
with 120 co-sponsors. 


Referred to Judiciary Committees of both Houses, at time of introduction. 
Reported 
Favorably by Senate Judiciary Committee, March 14, 1949. 


Present Status: 
In Senate, 


On calendar awaiting vote on Senate floor. 
In House, 


Before Judiciary Committee. 


NEEDED: Word From The Grassroots 


Since March 22, the Equal Rights Amendment has 
- been on the Senate Calendar awaiting action. 


Two-thirds of the Senators have given us their 
pledges of support. Women from all over the country 
have appealed to them to have the vote taken on the 
Senate floor. So far, as we go to press, the Amend- 
ment still slumbers on the Senate Calendar. 

In the House, the Amendment awaits action by the 
Judiciary Committee. 


The Chairman of this Committee, Representative 
Celler of New York, has always opposed the Amend- 
ment, although the majority of the Committee mem- 
bers are for it. Unless much more interest is shown 
by the States, it seems that the Amendment will con- 
tinue to sleep in both Houses. 


Send messages to Senators and Congressmen — 
NOW! D. G. 0. 


AGNES E. WELLS 


National Chairman, National Woman’s Party 


The National Woman’s Party welcomes Dr. Wells 
with pride and gratitude to the office of Nationa] 


- Chairman. 


Pride in the notable work she has already done for 
the Amendment, and in her distinguished attainments 
in other fields. Gratitude that she is taking up the 
arduous task of Chairman at this crucial moment in 
the Party’s history. 

Dr. Wells’ first indefatigable work for the Woman’s 
Party was as Chairman of the College Women’s Coun- 
cil, where her long academic experience was invaluable. 
As a member of the National Council in the past Ad- 
ministration, she was among those who were forced 
to stand suit for the National Woman’s Party. 

A calm, scholarly woman with a mathematician’s 
keen eyes and mind, a quick, warm smile, and a tena- 
cious, indomitable spirit, she inspires confidence in 
all who deal with her. Born in Saginaw, Michigan, 
she studied for a year at Bryn Mawr, but took her 
B.A. (with Phi Beta Kappa), and Ph.D. from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan and went immediately into the 
teaching of mathematics. For nineteen years she was 
Dean of Women at the University of Indiana where she 
also taught mathematics and astronomy. Always ac- 
tive in women’s organizations, she held office in many 
of them. To name a few: President of the National 
Association of Deans of Women, First Vice President 
of the American Association of University Professors, 
State President and National Vice President of the 
American Association of University Women, and Pres- 
ident of the Indiana State Federation of Business and 
Professional Women. 

It was when Dr. Wells discovered that in spite of 
all this she was not even in the Constitution of her 
own country, that she joined the National Woman’s 
Party and began to work for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment—for which we are profoundly thankful. 


DR. WELLS’ SPEAKING SCHEDULE 


On June 6, Dr. Wells spoke to the Richmond Branch 
of the Business and Professional Women’s Clubs in 
Richmond, Virginia, at the John Marshall Hotel. On 
June 7 she gave a radio interview over Station WRNL, 
Richmond, on Holly Daffron’s program. As we go to 
press her schedule is as follows: 


June 11—DeEtTROIT—Luncheon méeting of the Detroit 
alumnae of the University of Michigan, at the 
Penobscot Club. Afternoon meeting of Michigan 
Branch of National Woman’s Party, Mrs. Phoebe 
C. Munnecke, Michigan State Chairman, presiding. 


June 12-14—SAGINAW, MICHIGAN—Dr. Wells will be 


in her own home and will speak to a group of 
- National Woman’s Party and American Associa- 
tion of University Women memhers. The Sagi- 
naw Branch of the A.A.U.W. had appointed Dr. 
Wells their delegate to their Convention in Seattle. 


June 15-16—GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN—At the home 
of her brother, Dr. B. W. Wells, she will speak to 
a group of Business and Professional members 
and other friends interested in the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 


June 19-23—SEATTLE, WASHINGTON—Attending Bi- 
ennial Convention of the American Association 
of University Women. Dr. Wells will work for 
favorable consideration of the Amendment by 
the Convention. 


On her way East, Dr. Wells will meet with Woman’s 
Party members in Minneapolis, Duluth and Chicago. 
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Highlights The 1949 Convention 


Of The National Woman’s Party 


HE National Convention of the National Woman’s 
Party took place as scheduled, April 1, 2, 3, 1949 
at Alva Belmont House, Washington, D. C. (For com- 
plete progranr see previous issue of EQUAL RIGHTS.) 
Business sessions were held in the Florence Bayard 
Hilles Library with the overflow audience seated on 
the veranda, served by a public address system. Some 
250 delegates and alternates attended. Officers and 
National Council members elected at the final business 
session are listed on page twenty-six. 


Prior to the nomination of the National Chairman, 
Anita Pollitzer who had held the office since 1945 de- 
clined the offer of renomination. Alice Paul, Founder 
and Honorary Chairman, also refused the unanimously 
proffered office, saying she wished to devote her entire 
time to the work of obtaining equal rights for women 
on a world-wide basis. 


New By-Laws Adopted 
The draft for revised by-laws for the National 
Woman’s Party was read, discussed, revised and finally 
unanimously adopted. This document is now the law 


of the National Woman’s Party. For complete text see 
pages 30 and 31. 


Resolutions 


The Resolutions Committee was staggered by the 
number of resolutions which members wished the Con- 
vention to adopt. After much give and take the resolu- 
tions you will find on page 27 were adopted. 

In addition to these concrete accomplishments on a 
National basis, the Convention heard with interest the 
reports by State Chairman, or their representatives, of 
progress for the Amendment in their respective States. 
Many distinguished speakers gave heartening testi- 
mony to the strength of our cause. At the beautiful 
opening ceremony in the crypt of the Capitol we 
heard our chief sponsor in the Senate, Senator Guy M. 
Gillette of Iowa say, “Without a Federal Amendment 
granting civil rights to women, the United States will 
continue to lag behind all other American countries. 


A little later in the evening delegates heard Repre- . 


sentative Norris Poulson of California, one of the co- 
sponsors of the Amendment in the House, say, “If the 
Amendment can be brought to the floor of the House 


I am confident that it will be passed by the 8lst | 


Congress.” 

Representative Katharine Price Collier St. George 
of New York, chief sponsor of The Amendment in the 
House, spoke twice to the convention. First at the 
luncheon in the private Senate dining room, and again 
at the banquet. Reporting on the progress of the 
Amendment in the House, she said, “Few measures 
have been in Congress so long. The other body (Sen- 
ate) has gone ahead of the House. The Chairman of 
the House Judiciary Committee said that only press of 
work prevents our measure from coming out of the 
committee. But I think the committee members are 
busying themselves with less important things—and 
you can tell the chairman I said so.” | 


Another speaker at the banquet was Senator L. Les- 
ter Hunt, former Governor of Wyoming—first State 
in the Union to grant women suffrage, to have a 
woman justice of the peace and the first woman Gov- 
ernor. Senator Hunt scolded women in general, a 
little, for not taking greater advantage of the privi- 
leges we have by participating more actively in politics. 

Principal speaker at the banquet for more than 300 
delegates and their guests was Attorney General Tom 
Clark. In a stirring speech which elicited frequent 
applause, he declared that the United States Constitu- 
tion must be amended to keep pace with the Charter 
of the United Nations which recognizes equality be- 
tween men and women. “The basic document on which 
our National Government rests,” said the Attorney- 
General, “should be so amended that it will expressly 
recognize equal rights for women.” 


Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, National Democratic 
Committeewoman for Pennsylvania, and Congressional 
Co-Chairman of the National Woman’s Party, presided 
at the banquet with her customary felicitous ease. 
After a forceful and witty opening address she intro- 
duced the Public Relations Chairman of the Party, 
Mrs. Perle Mesta, who then introduced the other 
speakers for the evening. 


Leaders of both political parties reiterated platform 
pledges to support the Equal Rights Amendment. Mrs. 
Miller read a message to that effect from Senator J. 
Howard McGrath, Chairman of the National Demo- 
cratic Committee. Mrs. Jane Macauley, head of the 
women’s division and vice chairman of the Republican 
National Committee, assured the audience of the con- 
tinued support of the Republican Party. Mrs. India 
Edwards, Director, Women’s Division, Democratic 
National Committee, spoke feelingly of the progress 
toward victory for the Amendment made under Demo- 
cratic Administrations. 


Final speaker of the evening was the National 
Chairman, Anita Pollitzer. In moving, eloquent style 
she spoke of the achievements of her administration 
and called on women to continue their work for passage 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


At a luncheon meeting on Sunday, Betty Gram 
Swing presided, introducing speakers from several of 
the State Branches. The final session, following the 
luncheon was in charge of Jessie Dell, Georgia State 
Chairman and former U. S. Civil Service Commis- 
sioner. Dr. Mary Sinclair Crawford, Chairman of the 
Elections Committee announced the result of the elec- 
tion and introduced the new officers, who spoke briefly. 


Alice Paul, Founder of the National Woman’s Party, 
and of the World Woman’s Party, then told of the in- 
ternational work for the advancement of women—with 
the United Nations and with Latin-American countries 
—emphasizing the significance of the Bogota treaty. 
Miss Paul introduced Mme. Soubbotich of Jugoslavia 
and a visitor from China who told graphically of 
the position of women in their countries. 


MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 
When You Come to Washington, Stay at Historic 
ALVA BELMONT HOUSE 
144 BS. N. E. 


Rooms for transients. Permanent rooms available from time to time. 


Telephone: Atlantic 1210 
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Our Thanks for two artistic displays honoring the Convention: 


To HARRIS & EWING, renowned photographers, for a window showing 
ackground of historic banners. 


To WOODWARD & LOTHROP, famous department store, for a window 
showing enlarged pictures of the Seneca Falls Pioneers against a black 
velvet backdrop, surrounded by masses of pink azaleas. Both displays 
were on view April | to 8 and attracted wide public attention. 


photographs of our officers against a 


= 
l, 
r 
| 


28 EQUAL RIGHTS 


April-May-June, 1949 


Resolutions Adopted By National Woman’s Party 
April 3, 1949 


WHEREAS: Members of the National Woman’s Party, or- 
ganized for the sole purpose of raising the status of women, 
are united in their demand for the immediate passage of 
the Equal Rights Amendment by Congress. 


BE IT RESOLVED: That we, members of the National 
Woman’s Party, rededicate ourselves to the task of securing 
the immediate passage of the Equal Rights Amendment 
by Congress and its ratification by the States to the end 
that the work for the freedom of American women, begun 
more than one hundred years ago in 1848, at the Equal 
Rights Convention at Seneca Falls, New York, may be 

completed by July 1949. 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That copies of this 
resolution be sent to all party leaders in both Houses of 
Congress, and to the Chairmen of the Democratic and 
Republican Parties, 


* * #8 


WHEREAS: The two major political 
the Equal Rights Amendment in 
Conventions held in 1944 and 1948. 


RESOLVED: That the National Woman’s Party call upon 
the National Chairmen and members of the Congress of 
both Parties to see that the Party Platforms are carried 
out by the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

* 


arties have endorsed 
eir platforms at the 


WHEREAS: The Women’s Bureau of the Department of 


Labor constantly works against the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment, which Amendment’ would guarantee equal rights 
under the law to American women; and 


WHEREAS: The Women’s Bureau works in favor of re- 
strictive Labor Laws applying to women workers but not 
to their male competitors, thus placing handicaps upon 
women in industry; and 


WHEREAS: This Bureau is supported by taxes paid by 
women who are of contrary opinions. 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That we protest against 
the use of this or any other Government Agency for the 
propaganda against the Equal Rights Amendment as shown 
in this resolution, and Sey 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That copies of this resolu- 
tion be sent to the President of the United States, Secre- 
tary of Labor Tobin, Chairmen of the Labor Committees 
of the Senate, the House of Representatives, — and to Miss 
Frieda Miller of the Labor Department. 


* 


WHEREAS: Sec. 202, Title II, “Federal Retirement, Sur- 
vivors, and Disability Insurance,” in Bill H.R. 28938, in 
the House of Representatives, reads: 


“Retirement, Survivors, and Disability Benefits 
“Primary Insurance Benefits 


Sermon In Stones 


On the grassy slope of one of the hills in Arlington 
Cemetery stands the beautiful marble monument of a 
nurse carved by Frances Rich, Lieut. J. G., daughter 
of Irene Rich Dunne, the famous movie actress. 

This monument, known as the “Spirit of Nursing” 
overlooks the acres of graves on the hillside of the 
women who lost their lives in war. 

Garbed simply and in a spirit of humility, she stands 
ready to serve, a silent commentary on those tomb- 
stone covered fields below. 

Would that every Senator and Congressman could 
see this memorial in its appropriately beautiful but 
sorrowful setting—especially those who, when asked 
if they will support the Equal Rights Amendment, 
reply, ““Well, tell me now, what will women do in time 
of war?” 

Congressmen, here is the answer. They will die just 
as men doin war. Now, do we qualify for equal justice 
under law? 


**Sec. 201. (a) (1) Every individual who (A) has attained 
the age of sixty-five if a male, or the age of sixty if a 
female, (b) has filed application for primary insurance 
benefits and (c) is insured under the provisions of section 
205 (a) after June 30, 1949, shall be entitled to receive a 
primary insurance benefit for each month, beginning with 
the first month after June 1949 in which such individual] 
becomes so entitled to such insurance benefits. Such benefits 
shall end with the month preceding the month in which 
such individual dies. 


RESOLVED: That we. protest against the inequality on ae. 
count of sex inherent in the difference of the retirement 
age of the male and female which inequality encourages 
economic injustice. 

* + * 


RESOLVED: That the National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party prepare a letter to the Honorable Trigve 
Lie, United Nations Secretary General, thanking him for 
his efforts to bring about ——— equality between men 
and women throughout the world. 


RESOLVED: That this Convention assembled bring to the 
immediate attention of the Congress and the President of 
the United States the urgent necessity of bringing our 
United States Laws as they particularly affect the status 
of women, into line with the Charter of the United Nations 
and the Declaration of Human Rights. 


RESOLVED: That this Convention call to the attention of 
the President and the Congress the urgent necessity of 
the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, as an inter- 
national obligation in view of the position taken by our 
country in the drafting of the Charter of the United 
Nations and of the Declaration of Human Rights. 


WHEREAS: Each national officer who is now retiring from 
the office in which she has been serving, has rendered 
efficient, sacrificing, faithful service to the National Won- 
an’s Party during a most critical period of its history, and 


WHEREAS: Each one has done so voluntarily, the only re- 
ward being that of “duty well performed,” an 


WHEREAS: We regretfully accept their decision to pass on 
their duties and responsibilities to others, who are willing 
to accept these duties and responsibilities for the love they 
bear both the National Woman’s Party and the great ob- 
jective to which all its endeavors are consecrated, be it 


RESOLVED: That the members of the National Woman's 
Party here assembled in Convention give a rising vote of 
thanks, particularly to Alice Paul and Anita Pollitzer, and 
that they also express their esteem, appreciation, and deep 
affection to these officers as a slight token of gratitude. 


MARY BRANDON, Columbus, Ohio 
Chairman, Resolutions Committee 


Papers Of Harriet Howe | 

The papers of the late Harriet Howe, one of 
the early and outstanding workers for equal 
rights of women, have been presented to the Li- 
brary of the University of Southern California. 
The papers consist mostly of great interest in a 
collection of California writers. 


The gift was made possible through the kind- 
ness of Mrs. Howe’s beneficiary, Mrs. Dora Ogle. 
The University of Southern California Library 
was considered the proper repository for the pa- 
pers. This library also contains the collection of 
another pioneer equalitarian, Amy Ransome. 
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Installation Of Officers And National Council Of 
The National Woman’s Party, May 3, 1949 


By MAMIE SYDNEY MIZEN, Associate Editor, Equal Rights 


by » 
Chase-Statler Photo 


A few of the officers and distinguished guests at the installation ceremony. Left to rights Mrs. Barbara C. Wilkin, Member 


of National Council; Miss Alice 


aul, Founder and Honorary Chairman, National Woman’s Party; Dr. Agnes E. Wells, 


National Chairman; Senator Margaret Chase Smith; Miss Anita Pollitzer, Honorary Chairman, and Retiring National Chairman 
Mrs. Perle Mesta, Member of National Council; Dr. Analee Stewart, officiating minister. 


PrHE CHARM of the lovely garden of the Alva Bel- 

mont, House, scene of the installation of the new 
officers of the National Woman’s Party on the after- 
noon of May 3, 1949, was enhanced by the presence of 
Mrs. Truman, one of the guests of the occasion. The 
First Lady paid a surprise visit to the National Head- 
quarters with Mrs. Perle Mesta, the new Public Rela- 
tions Chairman of the Party. | 

Other distinguished guests who enjoyed the quiet 
beauty of the late afternoon in the garden were Sen- 
ator Margaret Chase Smith of Maine and Representa- 
tive Katharine St. George of New York. Officers and 
members of the National Council formed the receiving 
line to greet the visitors. 

The installation ceremony was conducted from a 
platform adjoining the veranda. Draped over the bal- 
cony railing were the white, gold and purple banners 
of the National Woman’s Party, taking added color 
from the setting sun. 

Vested in the robes of her office, the Reverend Ana- 
lee Stewart of Illinois pronounced the invocation. The 
newly elected officers and council members then rose to 
receive their oath of office which Reverend Stewart 
administered. 

Retiring Chairman, Anita Pollitzer, now one of the 
honorary chairmen of the Party, strengthened her hold 
on the hearts of her listeners by her gracious appre- 
ciation of the work all had done together and her con- 
fident hope for the future. Dr. Agnes E. Wells of 
Michigan, the new Chairman, gave assurance by the 
calmness with which she accepted what she expressed 


as a great responsibility and a very great honor, that 


she would lead in carrying forward the work for equal 
rights to its consummation in the passage of the 
Constitutional Amendment. 

From the balcony a double quartet under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. Florence Howard, sang the “March of 
the Women” and “The Woman’s Party Song.” As the 
stirring words and music of the songs floated out over 
the garden those listening were imbued with a new 
determination to carry on to victory this year 

At the close of the ceremonies, refreshments were 


served from long tables in the garden. Historic ban- 
ners placed against the shrubbery added color and sig- 
nificance to the scene. Reporters and photographers 
were busy with arranging for pictures of the officers, 
while many hail and farewell conversations went-on. 
It was full twilight when the last guests deparied, 
and the new officers and council members retired to 
the Florence Bayard Hilles Library for their first of- 
a council meeting under the chairmanship of Dr. 

ells. 

The newly installed officers of the National Woman’s 
Party are: 

Chairman, Dr. Agnes E. Wells, Mich. 

First Vice Chairman, Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Pa. 

Second Vice Chairman, Mrs. Helen Hunt West, Fla. 

Third Vice Chairman, Dr. Florence Armstrong, Ia. 
and Va. 

Fourth Vice Chairman, Mrs. Betty Gram Swing, 


onn. 
Fifth Vice Chairman, Mrs. Pearl M. Sayre, Okla. 
Secretary, Mrs. Mamie Sydney Mizen, Wyo. 
First Assistant Secretary, Mrs. Mildred Palmer, D. C. 
Second Assistant Secretary, Mrs. Mabel Van Dyke 
Baer, D. C. 7 
Treasurer, Miss Mabel Hiatt, D. C. 
' First Assistant Treasurer, Miss Gladys Houston 
Greiner, Md. 
_— Assistant Treasurer, Mrs. Mary Roebling, 


It has been the unanimously expressed wish of the 
delegates to the Convention that past National Chair- 
men be made Honorary Chairmen of the Party. Miss 
Alice Paul and Miss Anita Pollitzer were present at 
the installation. Others are Mrs. Jane Norman Smith, 
Vt.; Miss Elsie Hill, Calif.; and Mrs. Florence Bayard 
Hilles, Del. | 

Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest of Virginia, was Chair- 
man for the installation. Mrs. Barbara C. Wilkin of 
New York had charge of the program and refresh- 
ments and the arrangement of the garden. Mrs. Henry 
Mustin assisted her. Miss Dorothy Russell was in 
charge of publicity. 
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By-Laws Of The National Woman’s Party 


Adopted April 3, 1949 


ARTICLE I. NAME 


The name of this organization shall be the National Woman’s 
Party. 


ARTICLE II: OBJECT 


The object of this organization shall be to secure for women 
complete equality with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


ARTICLE III: MEMBERS 


Membership shall be open to all women who support. the 
object of this organization and comply with these by-laws, 


Articte IV: OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES 


Section 1. The title of Founder and Honorary Chairman 
shall be given to Alice Paul, the founder of this organization, 
and she shall be a member of the National Council. Former 
National Chairmen may be elected Honorary Chairmen, and if 
so elected, shall be members of the National Council. 


Sec. 2. The officers of this organization shall be a Chairman, 
five Vice-Chairmen, a Secretary, two Assistant Secretaries, a 
Treasurer, and two Assistant Treasurers. The term of office of 
each officer shall begin at the end of thirty days from and after 
the day of adjournment of the Convention at which her election 
took place, and shall expire two years thereafter or at the 
beginning of the term of her elected successor. All officers 
serving at the time of adoption of these by-laws shall continue 
in office until the beginning of the term of their elected succes- 
sors. All retiring officers shall continue in office until their 
successors assume office at the end of the thirty days specified 
above. Any vacancy occurring in the aforementioned offices 
shall be filled by the National Council. 


Sec. 3. The duties of the officers are those usually pertain- 
ing to their offices and such others as may be imposed by these 
by-laws or assigned by the National Council. 


Sec. 4. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the 
National Council, regular and special, and shall issue all calls 
for such meetings. She shall be the chief executive officer of 
the organization, and subject to the National Council, shall be 
vested with full authority over the official headquarters and the 
staff. She shall appoint the chairmen or standing and special 
committees except the chairman of the nominating committee, 
but such appointments shall be made with the consent of the 
National Council. The National Council shall appoint the chair- 
man and the members of the nominating committee. Except for 
the nominating committee she shall be ex-officio a voting mem- 
ber of all committees, but without the privilege of a vote on 
the Investment and Endowment Fund Committee. In case of 
the absence or disability of the Chairman the Vice-Chairmen 
in the order of priority shall perform the duties of the Chair- 
man, Each Vice-Chairman shall assume responsibility for some 
section of the work of the National Woman’s Party, as may be 
designated by the National Council. 


Sec. 5. The Treasurer shall submit a full report whenever 
requested so to do by the Chairman or the National Council. 
Her accounts and records shall be submitted for audit by a 
certified accountant at the close of each fiscal year. An audited 
report shall be rendered to each Convention covering the period 
since the previous Convention. 


ARTICLE V: NATIONAL COUNCIL 


Section 1. There shall be a National Council consisting of 
the elected officers and twenty-five members elected at the Con- 
vention, and the Founder and Honorary Chairmen referred to 
in Article IV, Section 1. The term of office for members at 
large of the Council shall be the same as for the officers of 
the organization. 


Sec. 2. The National Council shall promote the object of 
this organization, direct its political and financial policies, and 
have the management and control of its affairs and funds. It 
shall be the duty of the council to encourage the formation of 
branches, to coordinate the work, to create such committees as 
may be necessary or desirable, to keep the membership informed 
of progress toward achievement of the aims of the National 
Woman’s Party and of the means by which such membership 
may best contribute to that achievement. 


Sec. 3. The National Council oe name Regional Directors 
to serve during the pleasure of the Council and under its 
direction. 


Sec. 4. The National Council may, by a two-thirds vote, 
vacate a member’s seat on the National Council where such 


member has been absent continuously from meetings without 
good cause or has engaged in activities contrary to the object 
or best interests of this organization, the National Council to 
be the sole judge in determining these issues. Likewise by a 
two-thirds vote the National Council may remove any member 
of a National Committee where such removal would be condu- 
cive to the welfare, unity, and progress of this organization, 
the National Council in such cases to be the sole judge in 
determining the issues involved. Before any action may be 
taken to end a membership on the National Council or on a 
committee due notice and an opportunity to be heard must be 
given to the member concerned, 


Sec. 5. Should a vacancy occur on the National Council it 
shall be filled for the unexpired term by the Council. 


ARTICLE VI. LOCAL ORGANIZATION 


Section 1. A state branch of this organization. may be 
formed by a group of ten or more women residing in the state 
and desiring to support the object of the National Woman’s 
Party. Such a group shall be recognized as a state branch 
when its by-laws, including provisions for election of officers 
and for membership dues, have been approved by the National 
Council. There shall be no more than one state branch in each 
state. Within a state branch there may be one or more local 
branches composed of members of this organization. Each 
state branch shall determine its own form of organization, its 
own self-supporting financial system, and its own program, 
but all must be in harmony with the object of the National 
Woman’s Party. 


Sec. 2. The District of Columbia and the Territories shall 
be regarded as states for the purposes of this Article. 


Sec. 3. When any state lacks a state branch a provisional 
state chairman may be appointed by the National Council to 
serve during the pleasure of the Council. It shall be the duty 
of such chairman to advance the object of the organization, to 
promote the formation of state and local branches and to 
encourage the preparation of by-laws and the due election of 
officers thereunder. 


Sec. 4. Any state chairman heretofore appointed who has 
held office for two years or longer without holding a state elec- 
tion and without approved by-laws for such state shall within 
six months from the date of adoption of this Article cease to 
be chairman. The National Council shall then arrange for the 
a of a new chairman from among the members of the 

ran 


Sec. 5. Women who reside in a locality where there is 
neither a state nor a local branch or who find it inexpedient to 
join a branch may become members at large of the National 
Woman’s Party and pay their dues to the National Treasurer. 


Sec. 6. A branch may be deprived of membership-by a two- 
thirds vote of the National Council if it has ceased to conform 
to the by-laws of this organization but such action shall not be 
taken until after due notice and opportunity to be heard has 
been given to the branch concerned. The decision of the Council 
in such cases shall be final. 


ARTICLE VII: INVESTMENT AND ENDOWMENT FUND 
COMMITTEE 


Section 1. There shall» be a permanent Investment and En- 
dowment Fund Committee which shall have charge of all in- 
vestments connected with the National Woman’s Party Funds, 
including the National Headquarters Fund. 


Sec. 2. This Committee shall consist of the members of the 
National Woman’s Party serving at the time of the adoption of 
this Constitution, on the Investment and Endowment Fund 
Committee of this organization. The Committee shal] fill vacan- 
cies and may add to its membership as it desires provided that 
= Scena shall be voted on and approved by the National 

uncil. 


Sec. 3.: This Committee may select depositaries and cus- 
todians and may rent safety deposit boxes in the name of the 
National Woman’s Party Investment and Endowment Fund 
Committee. It shall have the right to authorize members of 
the Committee to make deposits in the account of the Committee 
and to make withdrawals from the account for investment and 
other purposes necessary or incidental to the discharge of its 
duties, and to have access to the safety deposit boxes of the 
Committee, as hereinbelow more specifically set out. 


Sec. 4. This Committee ww be with the lage of the Na- 
tional Council, obtain financial and legal advice, and fees for 
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such services shall be a proper expense of the Committee. It 
shall, with the approval of the National Council, adopt its own 
rules for the performance of its functions, which rules shall 
conform to established parliamentary and accounting procedure, 
Cheques of over $500 shall require three signatures of members 
of the Committee and of the Nationa] Chairman. Instructions 
to depositaries, custodians or brokers, and access to safety de- 
posit boxes shall require a double signature. Investment deci- 
sions shall require a majority vote of this Committee. 


Sec. 5. All expenses incurred in the administration of the 
Fund = be paid by this Committee out of the income from 
the Fund. 


Sec. 6. This Committee shall pay to the Treasurer of the 
National Woman’s Party all net income received by it after 
payment of insurance, taxes, real and personal, and all fixed 
charges connected with the work of the Committee. It shall 
make no payments out of principal unless it shall be furnished 
with a certified copy of a resolution passed by a two-thirds 
vote of the National Council, duly sealed with the corporate 
seal. 


Sec. 7. This Committee shall submit to the National Coun- 
cil upon request a detailed statement of investments as well 
as a projection of estimated income, fixed charges and other 
expenses, for such period as may be requested. It shall 
make a complete annual report, audited by a certified public 
accountant, to the National Council, and a complete report, 
audited by a certified public accountant, to the Convention. 


Sec. 8. Complete and accurate records of the operation of 
the Fund and of Committee decisions shall be kept by the 
Committee, all of which shall be open and available at all times 
for inspection or audit by the National Council or its author- 
ized agent. The practices and acts of the Committee are sub- 
ject to the approval of the National Council. In case of dis- 
approval the Council may, by a two-thirds vote, take such action 
as it deems necessary. 


ARTICLE VIII: OTHER COMMITTEES 


Section 1. Standing Committees shall be appointed for one 
year for such duties as the National Council shall designate. 
There shall be the following standing committees: Congres- 
sional, Equal Rights, Publications, Finance, Headquarters, 
International Relations, Membership, Organization, and such 
others as the National. Council shall from time to time create. 


Sec. 2. Special committees may be created by the National 
Council at the discretion of the Council. The duties of special 
committees shall be temporary in character. 


Sec. 3. Committee Chairmen shall make reports to the Coun- 
cil and to the Convention, and shall deliver their records to 


their successors within one month following their retirement — 


from office. 


Sec. 4. There shall be an Advisory Council of Women who 
may be called upon by the officers and National Council for 
advice and other aid. The Chairman of the Advisory Council 


shall be appointed by the National Council. It shall be the duty — 


of the Advisory Council to invite others to become members, 
each new member to be approved by the National Council. 


ArTicLeE IX: FINANCES 


Section 1. The income of this organization shall be derived 
from dues, contributions, receipts from investments, endow- 
ments and legacies and from such other sources as the National 
Council may approve. 


Sec. 2. All monies collected or received in the name of the 
National Woman’s Party shall be accurately reported to, ac- 
counted for, and turned over to the Treasurer of the particular 
fund for which the money was collected. This provision shall 
apply to the national organization, its committees, and its state 
and local branches, with their respective committees. 


See. 8. The National Council shall determine all classes of 
membership and fix dues. 


Sec. 4. Each State Branch shall pay to the National Treas- 
urer of this organization for the fiscal year the amount of dues 


fixed by the National Council for each individual member of. 


a branch. 


Sec. 5. The fiscal year shall be from July 1 of each year 
through June 30 of the following year. 


ARTICLE X: MEETINGS 


Section 1. A convention shall be held in the spring of every 
other year, the month and place to be designated by the Na- 
tional Council, the exact date to be left to the National Chair- 
man after consultation with the National officers. A convention 


may be called at other times if deemed necessary by the Na- 
tional Council, upon a two-thirds vote of the National Council. 


Sec. 2. A regular meeting of the Natiohal Council shall be 
held within two months following a Convention, at a time and | 
place designated by the Chairman. Subsequent regular meetings 
of the National Council shall be held at times and places desig- 
nated by the National Chairman after consultation with the 
National officers. 


Sec. 3. Special meetings of the National Council may be 
called by the Chairman and must be called by her upon receipt 
of a written request directed to her and signed by ten members 
of the Council, and stating the purpose for which they wish the 


/ special meeting called. The call for such special meeting shall 


state the purpose, and no business shall be transacted except 
that stated in the Call. All special meetings shall be fixed for 
such times and places as the Chairman shall consider most 
convenient for the members. 


Sec. 4. Accurate minutes shall be kept of all meetings. 


ARTICLE XI: QUORUMS 


A majority of the members of the voting body present at a 
National Convention shall constitute a quorum thereof. A 
quorum of the National Council shall be fifteen members. 


ARTICLE XII: NOMINATIONS 


Not less than ninety days prior to the date fixed for a Con- 
vention, a Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the 
National Council from the membership of the National Woman’s 
Party. This Committee shall then nominate at least one person 
for each office and for each membership on the National Council. 
Additional nominations may be made from the floor. 


Articts XIII. ELECTIONS AND VOTING 


Section 1. The voting body of the National Convention shall 
consist of the members of the National Council; Chairmen of 
Standing Committees; Chairman of the Investment and Endow- 
ment Fund Committee; Regional Chairmen; Chairmen of State 
Branches and delegates from such Branches, each of the 
Branches to be entitled to one delegate for every twenty-five 
members whose names and addresses are recorded at the Na- 
tional Headquarters, including all National Enrollment 
members. | 


Sec. 2. The election of officers and of the twenty-five mem- 
bers at large of the National Council shall be by ballot vote of 
the voting body of the Convention. A plurality vote shall elect. 
In case there is only one candidate for any office and only 
twenty-five nominees for members at large of the National 
Council, the Secretary may be instructed, upon adoption of a 
motion, to cast the ballot of the voting body. 


Sec. 3. Voting by proxy is prohibited at all meetings of 
the National Woman’s Party, whether national, state or local. 


Sec. 4. When conditions beyond the control of this organiza- 
tion make it impossible or inadvisable for the voting body to 
assemble in convention as made mandatory in these By-Laws, 
elections may upon a two-thirds vote of the National Council 
be conducted by mail. In such case all provisions of these by- 
laws in conflict with this section shall be suspended. They shall 
become operative again, automatically, immediately on comple- 
tion of the election by mail. 


ArTIcLE XIV: INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATIONS 


The National Woman’s Party may become a member of the 
World Woman’s Party upon a two-thirds vote of the members 
of the National Council. In the same manner this organization 
may join other international organizations with similar aims. 


ARTICLE XV: COLORS AND EMBLEM 


Section 1. The official colors of this organization shall be 
purple, white and gold. 


Sec. 2. The official emblem of this organization shall be the 
Inez Milholland medallion. 


ARTICLE XVI: PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 


Fox’s “Parliamentary Usages,” to be supplemented when de- 
sired by Roberts’ Rules of Order, shall be the Parliamentary 
authority for this organization subject to these by-laws and to 
such ne as may be adopted by the organization in convention 
assem ; 


ARTICLE XVII: AMENDMENTS 


These by-laws may be amended at any Convention, a quorum 
being present and voting, by a two-thirds vote. Notice and text 
of proposed amendments shall be given to the Secretary of the 
organization previous to the calling of the Convention, and 
notice and text of such proposed amendments shall be included 
in the Call to.the convention. 


— 
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A Memorable Record 


By ANNE CARTER 
Editor, Equal Rights 


As a new Administration takes over the leadership 
of the National Woman’s Party, it is fitting that a 
“Hail and Farewell” be given to the outgoing one— 
oe in particular to its retiring Chairman, Anita Pol- 
itzer. 


For while Anita Pollitzer, as we all know, will con 
tinue to work for passage of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment until it becomes a part of the Constitution of the 
United States, her four years as National Chairman 
are now over. They were years marked by spectacular 
advancement in the work for the Amendment. Years 
of arduous, unceasing, self-sacrificing labor against 
almost — but not quite — insuperable obstacles. The 
National Woman’s Party will forever grateful to 
its gallant National Chairman of 1945-49. 

Perhaps the greatest gain made during the past 
four years was evident at the National Political Con- 
ventions in 1948. National Committeewomen and 
other leading women in the major Parties not only 
cooperated, but took real responsibility for the Amend- 
ment. The fact that our Congressional Co-Chairmen 
are Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Democratic National 
Committeewoman for Pennsylvania, and Mrs. Horace 
H. Sayre, Vice Chairman, Republican National Com- 
mittee, bears witness to this. : 

Other highlights of the four years just ended are: 

The first vote ever taken on the Amendment by the 
Congress took place on the floor of the Senate, July 
21st, 1946. The Amendment then received a majority 
vote, but not the two-thirds necessary for a Constitu- 
tional Amendment. Had those Senators who had pub- 
licly declared themselves hy their sponsorship of the 
Amendment, or unfavorable votes in Committee, not 


_been absent on Government business in Bikini, Cairo, 
etc., the vote then recorded would have totalled exactly | 


the same as that which carried the Woman Suffrage 
Amendment to victory at the time it was adopted. 


A Judiciary Committee for the first time favorably 
reported the Equal Rights Amendment without a dis- 
senting voice—Senate Judiciary Committee, March 
14, 1949. 


Two states, through the action of their legislatures, 
memorialized Congress to pass the Equal Rights 
Amendment: North Dakota, February 28, 1947, and 
re April 25, 1949—both by almost unanimous 
action. | 


More than 44 Governors have now endorsed the 
Amendment and sent in statements of support. 

In some states, every Representative in the Senate 
and House is now pledged to support the Amendment. 
Among these are Wyoming, Nebraska, Vermont, Dela- 
ware, Kansas, Nevada, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and Maryland. 


Not only have the President of the United States, 
and both political parties declared for the Amend- 
ment, but the leaders of the Senate—Vice President 
Alben W. Barkley; Senator Scott Lucas; Majority 
Leader; Senator Francis J. Myers, Democratic Whip; 
Senator Robert A. Taft, Minority Leader. and Senator 
— e Wherry, Republican Whip—now publicly 
endorse it. | 


This superlative record is one to rejoice the hearts 
of all who had a part in bringing it about, and inspire 
those who will try to carry the work to its completion 
—Victory for the equal Rights Amendment. 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 


GLADYS GREINER, Treasurer 
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


For the Year Ended December 31, 1947 


RECEIPTS : 
House (Behedule A+B)... 5,258.30 
_ Equal Rights (Schedule A-3).............. 987.80 . 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
General (Schedule $14,800.89 
House (Schedule 5,697.57 
Equal Rights (Schedule A-3).............. 1,212.45 
Excess of Disbursements Over Receipts...........eeee0e005 —$ 369.91 
Balance, December 31, 10946. 852.44 
BALANCE, DBCEMBER 81, 1047... 17.47 
CONSISTING OF: : 
Savings Account—Essay Contest Prize Fund. 27.00 
- —$ 17.47 


NOTE: This statement does not include any receipts or disbursements of 
the Defense Fund. 


For the Year Ended December 31, 1948 


RECEIPTS: 
House (Schedule A-2) 4,898.01 
Equal Rights (Schedule A-3).............. 1,160.05 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
House (Schedule 5,560.61 
Equal Rights (Schedule A-3).............. 3,073.79 
Excess of Receipts Over Disbursements.................4--. $ 39.11 
Balance, December 31, 17.47 
Payment Stopped on Old Checks............. 216.34 198.87 
BALANCE, DECEMBER 31, $ 237.98 
CONSISTING OF: 
Savings Account—DPssay Contest Prize Fund. $ 27.00 
— 237.98 


/s/ EDNA HUMMER NICK, 
_ Certified Public Accountant. 


Back of every man in these United States is the Con- 
stitution, which guarantees that his rights in the 
various States shall be preserved. 


Back of every woman is nothing but the English 


Common Law. 
—M. CAREY THOMAS. 


GREETINGS FROM 


AMELIA BLOOMER COUNCIL 


PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 
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